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Abstract with Changes Highlighted: 



A method for developing an automation client program in a graphical 
programming environment [is disclosed]. The graphical programming environment 
provides a set of automation nodes and controls which may be dropped and wired 
together to create a graphical program. The nodes include an automation refhum which 
references a user-selected automation class from an automation type library [exported by 
an automation server application, such as Microsoft Excel]; an automation open node 
which instantiates an object from the selected automation class; an automation invoke 
node which invokes a user-selected method of the automation class; and an automation 
property node which invokes, i.e., reads or writes, user-selected properties of the 
automation class. The nodes enable the displaying, manipulating, cataloging, editing or 
performance other operations, such as may be performed by an automation server, on 
data acquired or generated by a virtual instrument. A method for performing class 
propagation and type propagation checking of automation objects in a graphical program 
is also disclosed. [The automation class of a first automation node is propagated from the 
first node to a second automation node when the two nodes are wired together or when 
the automation class of the first node is changed to a second class. The automation invoke 
node and automation property node perform type checking to verify that the user-selected 
method or property is valid for, i.e., defined by, the automation class of the node. The 
node requests an object manager to determine whether or not the method or property is 
valid. The object manager queries a type library which the automation class is in, in 
order to obtain a list of valid methods and properties for the automation class. The object 
manager searches the list to determine if the specified method or property is present in 
the list, i.e., is valid.] 
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CONCLUSION 



Applicant submits the application is in condition for allowance, and an early 
notice to that effect is requested. 

If any extensions of time (under 37 C.F.R. § 1.136) are necessary to prevent the 
above referenced application(s) from becoming abandoned, Applicant(s) hereby petition 
for such extensions. If any fees are due, the Commissioner is authorized to charge said 
fees to Conley, Rose, & Tayon, P.C. Deposit Account No. 50- 1505/5 150-1 830 1/JCH. 

Also enclosed herewith are the following items: 
|^| Return Receipt Postcard 
| | Request for Approval of Drawing Changes 
| | Notice of Change of Address 
Q Check in the amount of $ for fees ( ). 



Conley, Rose & Tayon, P.C. 
P.O. Box 398 
Austin, TX 78767-0398 
Phone: (512) 476-1400 
Date: l/zf/^J 



□ Other: 



Respectfully submitted, 




Jeffrey C. Hood 
Reg. No. 35,198 

ATTORNEY FOR APPLICANT(S) 
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